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SANMUEL DESMAREST HOUSE
Near French Cemetery
River Road :
New Milford, Bergen County
New Jersey

Qwner: Mr. Henry Riemann.

c o1~ 1‘!
Date of Erection *‘iﬂw (see follomng page and card);

e 8 i .«...':‘-

Architect and Builder: No record.

Present Condition:

Number of Stories: One and & half , and cellar.

Materials of Construction: Stone.
Qther Existing Records: See text. 1

Additional Data: See following pages.

See Ellis,; R.C., Colonial Dutch Houses in New Jersey, p. 42.
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Source of information - letter from Mr. Clarence H.
Tabor, Jr. in charge of the Ridgewood coffice o0f the
New Jersey H.A.B.S. to Lr. Seymour Williams, District
Offlcer -~ dated January 31, 1934,

"The house 1is not occupied'at present but is
used by the Pochade Club for week-ends during the sum-
mer,

This house was bullt in 1677 or 1678 by David
desliarsst for his wife and four children¥on land which
was obtained under the French Patent from the Indians.

~The bullding seems unspolled by modern additions or
alterations. It is a charming, simple gabled house of
~two large rooms with two front Qoors and represents
the flret wing of what might have Deen a large house
if it had had the ususl larger gambrelled house added.
However, no addition was made, apparently because des
Mariels wife died shortly after it was occupied.

He then bulilt the Demarest House at Hew liil-
ford, about a mile and 2 half up the Hackensack River,
for his gon David, Jr. in 1681, This is the Gurd
Houseiwhich we are now doing. Later he built another
house across the river for his son Jean.

Interesting men wasg David, Sr., He nmarried
Marie Schier in 16%3 Epbarked in 1663 on the "Spotted
Cow" for Hew Amsterdam. Setiled at Harlem. Would not
support the Duteh Church {(he was a French Hugenot) and
moved to Jersey and settled in 1677 where his house
sti1ll stands way back from the road along the river. .
Adjoining 1s an old French cemetery with stones as old
a8 1665, so I am told.®

.%’,
Field note-boow $ays Davie desMaresh, +he<ﬂﬂﬁ'ﬂa\jﬂ°ﬂ€€r5w*
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From a Report by Frank Choutsau Brown, February 1940C.

voo 1 found & marker carrying the following legend:

"Site of tie French Churcn ang Cemetery of
Kinkachemeck, New Jersey, aeeded to David
Des darest June 8, 1677 by Tapan Indiens."

AL this point a rough rosd led off down toward tie river,
apnd following ithis road, and passing by the old cemetery, I
found the Samuei Des harest iouse of whlchk I belleve the claimea
date is i679. This was evidently the house ..., as recently a
new rool haa been zuded with & thick but ratier smooth sningle.
There was no one on tne site end no workmen carrying on any work
the day I was tkere. 1 should not consider the work done had
been at all overseen and probably had merely been let to some
local buiicer, as on tie nortn eleveiion and along the end rukes,
a very common modern stock molding bad been placea, which had no
relation, probably, to any original ssction. The south side of the
house had two dormers that from btaneir proportion appeared to be old,
but tiuie new shingling had obscured any remains of old finish ana
new narrow pairs of stock casements nad faken the place, perhaps,
of whatever might have been there originally. They obviocusly had
no reiation to any original treatment, either in proportion or
detail section.

On the north, or rear side, the stone wiork returns on the
east end about two feet (which might be tie thickness of the wall)
anu &t the west ena about 47 feet. At both these places there
seenied 0 be & finishedc perpendiculisr euna o these wall cheeks.
Tne space between these stone etids wag fillea in with possibly
later wood work, anc suggested the posailbliiity that at some tidme
there night have been a leanio shed salong inis side of the structure.

Tae froat, or south side, haa an overbhang and apparentiy tie
new roci foliowed tne old ilmes, aitnough new rafter ends or brack-
ets haa becn recently added to carvy out tne roof curve, and sirips
carrying back to the face of the wall were in position but no
goffit or soifit molcing naa been put up. The exposure of the under
side of the shingtitg scowed toey had been pusnced on shingie strips,
agproximately four inchnes wice ana two or Loree inches apart.

Lespite its swall size (tae whole house was nardly over 28 or
30 feet long, and was probably less) this front re-echoed some of
the smaller type of houses I had seen previously in Rocklang
County, just to the north. The first story was bulitv of coursed
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brown stone up to the line of the roof. There appearea to be only
two rooms on the first floor and tne only ifirepluce, apparently,
was at the west end, beside which was an ola door hung with the
batten side out and probably teken from another position, to swing
ouv.

The front contained two entrance doors about four or five feet
apart ané of considerably later treatment, with Greeik moidings, prob-
ably of 1850 to 1860 end at present new reveals placed two L0 thres
inches inside the old stone on which the original jamb wes probably
placed. Botin openiugs had beeh narrowed about six inches from their
original size., On the outer side of each aoorway was a double-hung
window still showing the old, heavy, solld frames anu siils. Two
panel shutters were &lso in place, or lylag on the ground below the
openings.

All the present winaow sash are double-bung witi giass ol about
7 x 9 size ana a very narrow wuniin, the outer wooten rib being less
than & yuarter of an inch wide—-and, while very roughiy set, toe
inside wooden muntin can qdardly exceed % incn wide. The sasn are,
nowever, ghite thin and must be oldj although they are not of a
Yype that would seem to oe original in tue regions I am fauiiiar
with~-uniess in New Jersey tiey do not nave the 1f to 13 inch
wide muniin on firsi double-hung ssash.

The present windows in the attic gsble ends sre stock, poor
light sash of iate L9th century, I should say.

The front window sask and frames had apparently been painted
a yellowish coior wita a miXture of ciay anc siik, ana wiere later
polnting had rfailen out the clay in which the original stone work
wes laid could be gseen.

hear +the east ana west ends of itue front vere bulknead en-
trances admitting vo the celiar, anc one of ihese had no covering,
50 that I was able to get uncer iie house where the ¢ld construction
of neavy hewn tlmbers, usually found in sariy houses in this vicinity,
couid be seern.

There wag an ercao unaer the fireplace at the west ena, and
apparently the only access irom the ['irst {fioor was through & trap
aoor. The cellar was [iitec witn old rubbisa, cartwheels, an old
wump, painters' brushes, ete., and tna ficor was nerely a clay

surtace, whichn wes iery ooit and il gfave tne elfect of Luis space
not heving been in use for a uumber 01 Jears.

The west bulkhead retainec sowme of Lis old herdware and L

Jjudge taere might be a considerable ainount of old strap ninge ana
latch hardware found sboutl tue plsce.
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The east ena stone wors is badly in need of repair, heving
been turown out between the two windows between 4 and 6 inches
near taoe upper part of the wall, ang the end window toward the
front showeo evidence of several repairs Lo tne lintel, including
an iron bar. The window nearer the northeriy side on this end
was evidently older ana smalier in size than the window near the
frout. Tnere were no windows or openings in the present north
wooden walli; whicn showed evidence of ugright bearding over which
later shingles had been placed, tne latver now largely had fallen
off.

Across the front of the building a rough piatform of brown
stone existed, [fiush with the surfece of the grouna, apparently
extenalng back vo the house, aithough the spuce belween the bulk-
heads was fil.ed with two later wooden steps across that portion
of' the f'ront. The woooen gabie ends, above the stone work, nave
been faced with moderu stock silding; although by the weathering
given to perts of it, it wouwld seew to have been in place for 30
or 40U years.

If any proper restoration of the bullfiing is uncer consicer-
stion, these stock boards should be removed and replaced with
meterisl simulating the origival facing,--which I preguwme then

would have been hnand split or rived clapboards, which should be used

onr the enc atlvic gabies ana ena overhand, wnile tne present rake
finish shouid aiso be probably restores te an original iocal type.

From general conditions around tne nouse [ showld judge it had

been, since its receni purcnzse, merely rooffed in order to be made

tight by the new owners, and I slso judge that nothing had been dofie

ingide the house in tine first story to c¢lean it up or repair it in

any way. ... 1t was in a general sizle of olsorcer (with additional
ihingle bundies in one of the rooms) so I judge thet it is intended

to make further repairs.

On the vest end, at a distance of about btwe inches back from
the t'ront waii, on both sides of thne door and extending about 7

or 8§ feel towards tne nortn, to a heilght of aboul 5% feetv above the
ground, an srea of tiis wall has been coverea by many coats of lime
waun to a bolekness of sbout one-guarter inciy that wouid seem to in-

alcate twat et some time or other a low wing or ell had existed at
tols end.

The aouse is now lLargely enclosed and surroundec by thlckets of

native shrubs, snd evidently little care has been given to the

grouncs for some time. The Hackensack River, epperently, flows not
far from the house on the west znd nortiowest sides; buil is not vis-

ible througn sarubbery at present. The drive in from the River Road

is a very rough dirt drive ano apparently encs in front of vhis
gvieliing.

««. I should judge tnet 1t is possibie the nouse has been se-
cured to be mainteined by some interested members of the family,
ant Liie work thus far cone was merely Lo make the structure tight
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untii they could perhaps secure more funas for rebuliding sarts
of tue stone work that badly need altention. lrrom wihat haa thus
fer been done, however, I snoula say the family badly needed to
secure proper advice, ang slso proper arciaeciogical supervision
of thne work, if 1% is o have any veiue ag an historicali documen-
tation of the very eariy houses in that region. The house 1is
locally regarded as the "oldest house" in that township.

{(signed} Frank C. Brown
Arcaitect in Charge
Northeastern Hegion.
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Addendum to'
rSamuel Des Marest House.
. “East Main Street '

‘New Milford
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